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Answers (o this Paber must be wﬁﬂen o_n r_he paper prqvided separalely
You will not be allowed fo write &L;fhg the first 15 minutes
| This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.

The time given at the head of this Paper is the lime allowed for wriling the answers

Altempt all five questions
The intended marks for questions or parts of qdestiéns afe'given in brackets [ ]
You are advised to spend not more than 30 mmutes in answering Question 1

" and-20 [minutes in answering Questlon 2

Questi_on- 1

°-

(Do not spend more than 30 minutes on this queslion)

Write a composition (300 — 350 words) on any of the following: i

(a) Write an original shor story entilled A Forlunate Mistake."

(b) “Every man is the architect of his own future.” Express your views for or
agalnst this statement.

(c) You were asked to teach a junior class for a day Narrate your experiences.. .

(d) lmaglne visiting ynur school after ten years Describe what you would expect
to find. -

(e) Sludy the plclure glven below. Write slory ora descnpbon or an account of -
what it suggests to you. Your composition may be about the subject of the
picture or you may take suggestions from it; however, there musl be a clear
connection between the picture and your composition.
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Q'ués’tionz '

' -[10)
(Do not spend mone than 20 minutes on thts queshon ) o

Select any one of the fol!owmg

(a) You have been chosen the Head Boy / Head Girl of your school. Write a letter

to your parents telling them abcut some of your responsibilities and explaining
why you think you have been chosen for this position.

(b) Write a letter to the municipal authorities of your cily, objecting to the

- construction of a shopping mall close to your house, giving reasons as to why
the construction woik s__houid be abandoned.

Question 3 i [5+5])

(a) You are the secretary of the therary Club of your school. Your school is

“hosting an inter-school extempore speech competition. Write a notice for your
school informing the students about this event.

- (b) Write 2n e-mail to an eminent wnter giving him/ her the details of the

~aforementioned. competmon and requesting him / her to act as a judge at this .
“event. (Ry-Q3s) .

~ Question4
Read' the folloWing passage carefully and answer the queslions thal follow:

| camed the’ mdlgnant owlet back home in my pockel, and introduced him to the family
N wnh a certam trepidation. To my surpnse he was gregted with unqualrr ed approval
; anu no ob]ectlon was raised to my keeping him. He took up residence in a basket kept:
-in m\' study and, after much argument, he was christened Ulysses
‘ Frorn the first day he showed that he was a bird of great strength.of character, and
lt to.be tnﬂed W|th As'we all had 1o share the room, | felt it would be a good idea if he -
Y »'d Roger got on intimate terms. So as soon as the owl had settied down, | perforrned
lhe mtroductuons by placing Ulysses on the floor, and telling Roger to approach ang

i

2.
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make, fnends Wagglng hls tall briskly, In an ingratiating manner he a i
Ulysses who squatted on the ﬂoor with anything but a fnendly expres _ no on hls face
He watched Roger’s approach in an unwinkrng stare of ferocnty Roger’a advance _
became less confident, Ulysses oontlnued to glare as though lrylng fo hypnotlze the
dog. Roger stopped, his ears dropped his tall wagging only feebly and he glanced at
me for msplration | ordered him sternly to continue his overtures of fnendshlp Roger
looked nervously at the owl, and then with great nonchalance walked round him, in an
effort to approach him from back. Ulysses, however let his head revolve too and kept
his eyes still fixed on the dog. Roger never having met a creature that could look

behind itself without tuming round, seemed a frifle nonplussed Aﬂer a moment's
thought he decided to lry the skittish, let's -all-have-a -Jolly-game approach He lay down -
on his stomach put his’ head between his paws, and crept slowly towards the bird,
whining gently and wagging his tail with abandon. Ulysses continued to look as though
he was stuffed. Roger, still progressing on his stomach, managed lo get qurte close, but
then he made a fatal mistake. He pushed his woolly face forward and sniffed loudly and
interestedly at the bird. Now Ulysses wouid stand a lot, but he was not going lo be
sniffed at by a mountains dog covered with black curls. He decided that he would have
to show this ungainly and wingless beast exaclly where he got off. He lowered his »
eyelids, clicked his beak, hopped up into the air, and landed squarely on the dog” s
muzzle, burying-his razor-aharp claws in the black nose. Roger, with a stricken yelp,
shook the bird off and retired beneath the table; no amount of coaxmg would get him to
come out until Ulysses was safely back in the basket.

[Source. The Pageant of Fireflies: My Family and Other Animals

--= Gerald Durrel]

(a) Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage. [3)-
One-word answers or short phrases will be accepted. o

(i) _indignant

- (i) trepidation "~
(i) nonchalance

(b) Answer the following questions briefty in your own words.

(i) How was the owlet greeted on being taken home? = [2)
- (i) Where was Ulysses kept? | m
(ii) How did Ulysses react to Roger's overtures of friendship? ~ [2)
(iv) What did Ulysses do when Roger sniffed at him? [2)
(v) How did Roger react to this treatmenj by Ulysses? (2]

a , (c) In not more than 50 words describe Roger's overtures of friendship 1i!l the
time he made a fatal mistake? . » (8]
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Question 5 * it ' wil»
(a) Fillin ‘each of the numbered blanks with the

bracket‘s:D,D'nOl’c‘?PY the passage, but write
 phrase appro riate to the blank space.

comect form of the word given in
in correct senal order the word or

4l

,'understale_n'le ‘Pnnclpal of a Govemment school m a Delhr suburb routme
h ,ruled hls days. Today on his stxtieth blrthday. he 2 1(1)
(retlre) fror'l sewlce He (2) (hand) over charge to hls successor and

(3) (wart) in hlS old office to say goodbye to his staff He heard them
(4) (whtsper) at the door and

the austere surroundmgs of the school, When he -

and srmplrcrty ]

(5) (feel) a thnll unfamllrar to

(6) (step) out lnto '.
the small, muddy playground he was shocked at what he (7) (see) A

“helicopter (8) (be) ready to transport hlm to his vrllage home |
This was a farewell gif from his devoted staff.- o

(b) Fill in each blank with an appropriate word. 15)
(|) The principal announced that she took great: pleasure et presenting
“an award to the best athlete of the year, o

(u) The krtchen was mfested .7 rats.

) (m) | think Il dispose my old bocks once the exams get over.,

(iv) tis only by making sound investments, that cne can adequately provide
4 eq P
the future.

(v)-He went to the airport 1o see his parents = - S °

(vi) Because she lived her means she was atways in debt .
(vii)The burglar qurckly made ............... wrth cash and jewell'y

(\nu)He was touched - prty when he heard the news.

(c) Join the following sentences to make one complete sentenoe without using
and, but or so; I {41

() Social service is demanding At has its own rewards
(i) Pcliution levels are increasing. Many children’ are gettlng srck
(m) Itis srmple A child can understand it.

i ok e b OTE A ] o L
(d) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each.

b
‘
i
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meanmg of
S (8]

(BGQm The more . ) .
(iv) Last year | had gone ‘down the mr track to the South

(Use made in place gong) - i R
':k(v) She did not want lo hear the story agam smce she had heard lt before.

(Begin: Having ......cooceemeeiiivnininiiieiinl) 6
(vi) Had | not helped her she would not have succeeded
(Begin: But .....c.oveeiinniiiiii, it ssrecs e )

(vii) Both the players are not adequatety prepared for the toumamenL

(Begin: Neither .. )
(viii)Chuck was so short sughted that he could 'nbi’g‘et recruited into the army.

(Use too in place of s0)
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